‘highwayu

awith

Ff GE ONB-—-B

it

lemOkoochobee's handsome wchool bullding, bullt in 1918, at ‘a cost of $50,000.
Zewlileotreio light plant and fce factory at the left nnd freight \gv'n'rel|UIIue fn the

right backgronnd, with fishing tlcot at anchor in ‘Laylor's Croek,

Ge=Now Dbriok Methodist churoch, A“t the 1c¢ft 18" mltt a(,ﬂw ol N
which (4 bolug romodoled for use a8 @' mlrsonuwo. ]

OKEECHOBEE PROMISES TO BECOME , ~
' ONE OF THE STATE'S LEADING CITIES

Lack of Adequate Transportation Has Prevented Development of
Naturally Fertile Land, But This Handicap is About to
Be Removed by The Building of nghwavs. R

MY WILLIAM STUART HILL.

Surrounded by thoueands of noros of
fand sulted to oltrus culturo and. gon-
¢ral firmlug and many othor sores:
adaptod to teuok growing; tho oénter
of an lmuortant cmtlu lnduntry. houa~
quartors of the largoat onttish m‘oduo-

“Inlfy oonter fa the Unltoll Btates, ‘Okoo-'

chobod, the county sent of Okeoohobae
county, facos tho tuturs with u fgaling
ot opumlfam and ‘tho.belief that It will

lio o alty of 80,000 lnhabﬂunts within
the noxt douadu. .

JANG thovo acaims 6 ho whound for
tl\la contldonve In tho future, for nie
turo has been lind to iDkoechobee and
man has strotolied out hls hand to.aid
the worlc ol natute in tho bullding of
4ind the' oxtension of tho
raflway thovo, and: the fingor of dostiny
14" pointing to Okcechoboo as one of
the. most Mmportant ocontors "of the:
IMMorida of tho futuve,:

1Okesohobpo gounty land Is underiald
& mavl or 'olay subsoll.,  This
makes the land sultnble for almost any
purpuse, ospoolnlly whon It s {rri-
uated, for the subsoll sorvos to rotain
molsturo and provont fortilizlng olo-
wgents from Ionchlng out during heavy |
valn fall,

Mavl and olay are to bo found under
the top, soll of the: light sandy loam,
tho honviow loam noat tho lake,.the
largo arous. of hammock landand in
domo {nstances undor tho sand 'muck

cangd muek lands olose to tho shore. of
‘Lptko Olkksochobeo, o that It may. be

snid that practioally all of the land
in .Okoovhoboo gounty is well suited to
woneral purposes and nuch of It 1s
oupocially well' adapted to ‘the growth
ot oltrus treos. .

It sooms thon that the lulmbltnnts
of.tho county would have taken ade
vantago of this fact long ago and Okeo-
choboo coyisty would now be-one of
tho ‘leading farming oountios of Flore
e, but such is notv truo, for Okeo-
choboo hay been nlmost cut off from
tho joutsido world by a lack of roads
and, until the comjag of the Florlda

Ilpat. Conut rallwny soveral yonrs ago,
had no.means of transportation, -
The best: sources of. information at
Okeooho{)eo placo the aroa .plantod-to
bearing ‘oltcus trees at 400 aores and
tho now -groves at 40 aeroes, but it ls
thought that- with tho completion iof
geveral highways - which are . now. In;
‘proceas of conatruotion and. oonaaquont

lmpruwmunl in.tyonsportation tho aron |

will bo, largely- ‘Inoroased,

+ Onttle Prlnolpal Iud\l-try; - .

" Cattlo rulslmr 1y m-obably tho lead-
lns‘ Andustry qr tlw county, with flnh-
qu' a_olodo -sevond, Canle prleea
beesn low for-tho past™yoar andia nau.
howevm, n;nd thla: hag rodiced the’ e’
comos’.of persons engaged tn'it,"ag
‘most  of the uattla mon are ‘holading,
theﬂr moclt for, Lottor prlcos.

. Ome “odttle ‘ranch, the Southem,
whluh has lts headquarters . 30, ‘milgs,
from : tho town ~of Okoaohoboo,

is ‘podturing 8,000  ohitle.,
Dixio’ Land and ‘Cattle. company, has at

progont fow cattlo, but is preparing th|te

go into. the business on u larger goalol
and i{g -planting &' largo area to  the
nolagses grass of Brazil ‘s pasturo
grasy. which the Dixle Land and Oattle:
company. hag proven to 1ts oivn 8atis-
faetlon; 18 well ndupted to - southor
Florlde! *

Four. flahorios companies . at O}:ee-
chdhea find: employimont for several
hundred men and. ship .millions .. of
pounds of oatfikh, brenm and other
fish to ‘westorn .markots evary . ¥oart
1mployes. and thelr familles are sald,
to numbor mors than a' thouspnd per-
sons, - ;

’ Prack Growing Impestant. .

The .arena planted to gorden  truck
I8 placed at. 1,000 acres this  yeap,
snmawhnt below nounul ‘boeause much
of the land generally . plantod 18, now
too wet to aultivate. Quite n largd
ardn hax been plantod to corn and this
crop nppeurs-to be in excellont con-
ditlon. . The greator part of the dorn is’

’frnﬁ_lq: ntn::’uiure, NI

,OPUQS

has |
26,000 nored of, land, under’ fence ‘and |
Another, the |

latlon of 1,600,
Jelght’ yoars a&o;. and. since’ then- has

‘works and sewer aystem,

growing on the heavy loamy soll near|:

Se=Rond - through

4—1\‘leld of cubban‘e uro“hm on muck hmd three nml o half mlles from Okeechobee, - -
Muych _of. the, Imu] nemr Okecchobee fs
lmmmonk Innd and i well nultml for the g‘rowlng of cltrus fruit trecs,

N c—rlsl\lng ernft ot awchor. in’
L. ru'o Heen In the Inwkx‘mmul. )

mwls,nrdd hrmmock, |

'l.‘u)lor’u Croek, (“o of ﬂae

1own'a four. ﬂsh houses
flourishing

WEALTH

FeBanik, of :Okeechobee,' the elty's oldest flilr‘m*lul tnstitution,’
‘BaeCorn m‘tmlng on hammock soil, '.l‘llo unclenreul luml with its native growth
iy seen in the Imckground.
9—Tight-year-old orange grove owned by Peter Raulerson,

hns 400 acres of such groves und 40 ncres of younger frees, all of which are in a

condition,

Okcechobee eolin!y

tlm muck land \\'hlah bordors tho lnko
shoro, * st

Nontly ‘all of the ‘cltrus . treuac are
planted- in hammock. soll, - although,
thore are some  growlng ~in . -sandy’
lonm. on pralrie land, and these latter
#re In-a flourishing. condltlon,whlch
‘promisos an oxoenont ‘yield in tho nem-
future, .

Another, nf Okaechoboa \oounty's' fn<
dustrios which- puts largo -suma in’
clreulation in woeges ig ‘the' tumentlne
business, Soveral companiés are ‘tap-
ping trees in large:arens -of. Okeocho-
beo courity's plié lands:~ It safd at
QOkeochoben  oity ~that lumher com-
pany-“hag - bought -‘larg‘e traot - of.
timbor from~ yhioh*thie -sap ‘has been|
druWn, a.nd will cut’ 1t Into Iumber!*
8 axpo dd that tho mlll wl]l bé reo

orn. llna of mo qounw. :

tirst dontract 1s. for T
lea whish “Mr. Connbrs} will us

on'a’ % ‘rpud for hh.ulln ;

for pho lxhwn :

roni.the. West Pall‘n,Baach Okénchohee

road to" Olceechohed elty, “Thess ik

will_bo_used’ lator‘ ‘Mt Cotinc

01

1< on - the ex+
Oltoechobe
rowlng i

conpany . has:

slon-.of itg" llno ‘tro
to- Miaml., -Linborera are
the: grade near Okeechobpo

. While somo of tho. otheun, countles of ['at

tho -gthto have’ been -dlscussing - highs<
woys and perhaps’ wishing they haa
good ‘roads, -Okeeciiobee county ‘ has|
béon bullding thém. The highway from
Okoochobeeo east ‘towanrd: I't,. Plevrce. 18

\n splondid condition ‘to the ®lescho-

bee county. ling, «hut'from ‘thore east
throtigh. part of 8t Lucle county the
road mnoecds. much. attentlon to put lt
lnto good condition, ”

“The town of Okeedhobeo hns ®. pnn-
It yas lncovpornted

bulit fifteen miles of paved straetﬁ.
five of which ore of hard surface oon-
gtruotion,’ Tt has’ three miles” of : con-
crote sldewulks. owns its own yater
Water 1y
obtalned from an artesian. well about
300 foot.deep. The town ownsg a park
eoxtending 10 blocks through tho hoart

of the town.:

Ot(icluls of bkeechoboo are: Mayonj.

i tion picture 'theater, two

Rhllsmy :

T, Wi Conely, Jv,; ‘prosident. of thef
county, H. ¥. DoYarman; other coun-
cllmen, H, C. Adams, I, M Raulerson,
A “Berkuy,. and T W, Hampton; clerk
and assessor, ‘H, P, Fletcher; marshal
,and -collector, Willlam Colling,’ .
: U'he’ ofty ‘owns its cometery p,nd ‘has
$50,000 worth of othér city proporty,
Its ‘outstanding  indebtedness consisti
‘of $208,000 - worth. of bonds’ and tlme»
Warmnts.

i Okooohobes has an ige factory. whloh

Ln owned and ‘opsrated by ‘the ‘South:!

arn Utilitles company, whllch uldo owng
the electrlo” liht plant.’
*u.lso hus -a taiophone :@

It x.hroa restuumnta,
q ghanals atores, .ty

*Mhere are “four, oh\u'c
d(s(ti, Iluptist, Gulhouo and..
It

the
Church ol

m
quipped.
Gx‘ude B clnssfof -acoredited ischool
/Phe. tosyvn bomsts of two. thriving bank
;tour _garages, tivo  women's shpps,
iothlng-utore. one dr,
latio tleld and tw

pan(ea, a lunibér yurd 8’ construo-p
company, a_ndvelty. wo

Btands and othér

Qoo. L. M Rauleraon 18 praLglden
' Mol‘mughlln vice. presldent. W

Yoars of lts exlgtonge a
"lated 6 /312,000, surplys,
ovory. hond .issue .o ‘
the city-amounting: to $300,0

bonds -and, $198,000. olty. bonds, -

. Tho Débples Bapk Wae 1ncornoi‘nted
n 1920,", Ity capital 18" $45,000. ang - its)
resources -$89,000,. A, P, At
Jacksonvlllo-is. prosident, ¥ M.

of  Judlsonville - ivice x}ra ent, I,

Frank Bowers, of Juplter sqeond vice,
president, and D, I, Hendérson, ocashier)

Perhnns the most .active ' organiza-:
tlon in OLeeohobeo 18.the. Chamber of|
Commiorce of which W. R. (iray, cashler.
'0f the Bank of Okeechobee; Is presit
dont. F. IIcndursou. eashiaf- of the

as’- a1’ pxcellent, llﬂgh ur)d of:

: \xnarko!s, prlnclpgllv ln the weat, every:
i|the. United.- States and developer of
n:lore of the country’s leading herds of

1.clpal. portjon of ; |Herotord cattio in Texng, wis for some

81 ‘ships” AN ‘average of 360 barro)s weakly:

I'barrel  contalns, 200 pounde of tlald

| operates “ 60 boats ‘ of - ali- sizes, -

] be depletgd, - R

Peonles Baik,” vide presment, J, Denx|
ham' Bird, second vice :president, and
‘W, W, Dunnicliffe secrotary. Recently
the secretary has bpen pald.a salary
to devote. his entire - glme to:-the dutles
of , his -office,. The Chamber: of Comu
merce I8 arranging to publish & book-
‘let.sotting forth’ the advantages  and
attructions ot Okeeohobee.
) !ltmdnome Schouhoune.
No town . of ‘Okeochobec's  slze. in°

handsomer
uo

graduated ‘from Emory .colloga: with
CASCBey degred. - He:, was:.for tivo
,I‘t. T.auderdale
as -An: enyoll+Y
nt ,- 04 .0f whom aro In.J'
the. hlgh ncho(a.\. The ;lthletlc showlng
the : pupils 48  excellent, . J:*.:
Under the’ dlirodtlon of. the \Parenh
Tenchers association ~of- Qkeechobes. o,
ateterin fa:oporatéd at.the fchod *a.LdQ
thenla,'ara served. to the* pdpu
o8t of. 16 cents each, - - o

i Phifdat ; t
'bolng the lnrgest 'at{inh produqlng
}onnter in . the Unltod .Statea, - Boveral
tmmlons\ of poupnds; are-gent to- othier.

‘year, ' The' 'town. has “1olr”
‘tatoliing and ship{ipg‘ g1l

it
«0f ‘blue and c>hannolfcats,
-90meé -8ealo ‘tlsh’ aro taken.

“Dho- Booth ' Flshérles compnny, Inc,
‘of whluhzr‘. R, .Brookman  lg’ manager,

fiom Beptembér 1, the. beglfning of
‘the season; uiitl} May 1, Its end, <Bach

/This company omploys 80 ‘men hn
This
season, Mr, Brookman aald, ts the besnt |
in’the last. thros yenrs. He. thinks it.is |
unlikely’ that the ﬁupply of cntﬂsh wlu
e

~ The Standard FIeh company, tha larg-
st .9f tho four, employs . 126. men,
qnorut(ing 18 crews; with six: boats to
the crew. * It ships: 2,000,000 'pounds of
flsh a'year, 'The present season with
the Standard is an average .one.

*The United Fish company which last
year ahlppeg 800,000 - pounda . of fish
will fncrepse Its output thls year to

JAvith

e Dixig3

McéKenzie: of Denver, Colo.

{in . Brazil,
a: 10,000 . were. plunted to molasses’ gross

T

1000 000.. nounda. Ib em)loys 76 men
und operatas 50 bohts. .

‘The’ Dvemlades I*lgh’ company em-
plbys 76, micn. and " bas: 66. boats.: Its

'shipments - zwernge 1, 250 000. a year,

severul Luorge nantheu.
reat as is the flahlng business

e

But,

in Okéacliobee, 1t ‘ranks;'second- to the

cattle business In the coungy, accord-
lng' to some well informed busineés
men of Okeechobee. There aré several
large ranchos in the county, but none

“'? ¢lase- to-the town, although numerous

| dmall herds may be deen’ lu the vlcln-
1ty of .Okeechohee. -

The Dikie Land and Cattle compnny.
the “ricarest “of these to™ Okeoohobeo,
has not yet reached the stage-of its

advancoment whén ‘it may. be reckoned,

on as a-factor.in the county's’ outm\t.
but hasg planted nea.rly 800 acres‘to
ordura, -or *Molasses” grass, -which. it
{mportéd . from - Brasll® anid which 'has
bpen-found: to - Ve ndapted ‘to Floridn_
solls, - Tho ebmpo.ny is experimenting
Jaragiay, --another ~ Brazillan
grass, for low: lands.-

Agrgoclated 'In: the pwnsrship ot the
Land, nnd ‘Cattle. co;npnny ahd
its'- 33,000 uores of prairie’ land and
'other hpldm 5 are - Alexandér’ Mackay
of Argyleshive, -Bcotland,-

‘The ‘latter,
one of .the best known cattle ren in

ears..manager. of..a 10, 000-acre ranch
Seven -thousand'agreés of the

‘and Mr, : McKepzle. was so” favorably,

“limpregsed . with :1ts' possibilities in tho

United HBtates that.he imported it Into
Tlorida nnd it s belng, tried out at
the Dixle Lund and Cattle company's
ranch, .

. W, W, Webstox‘ ot Arbronth Beot-
land, 18 another. member of the com-
pany, and- R..F,’ B. Mackay 18 presi-
dent. - Ho s & son of Alexandor ‘Mee-
kay. ’ .

il 8,000 cnme on l'laneln.

’J}wo thousand of the 8,000 cattle at
the Scuthem ‘Cattle comyany’s ranch
near Bassenger, QOkeechobee county, aro
of the Texas vnrloty.‘ This co:'npany is
uélng Braltima and Indlan Brahma bulls
‘in improving the quality of its herd,
There are several hundred of these

‘bulls at the ranch,

‘Okeechobee ' county, created by the
I‘londu legislature seven years ago,

and Murdo,

hag’ an assessed ‘valuation of-$2, ﬁoo 000
on a G0 per. cent basis, . Its ponded ins .-
dehtedness 18 $460,000, . practigally, ‘all
of which hus gone. ‘and s going ‘into: .
the building of highways., It has a
population af 3,000 and varied resources.
which fnclude ‘cattle raising,, fishing,
truek ‘gardenlng, some .general . farms:
ipg, cltrus culture, and turpentine opers-
atlons.‘ ;
During its brief exlstence ns 8-
county Okeoechobee has bLullt 20. miles: -
of state groad, ‘elght mile- east .to-the -
8t.  Lucie c‘ounty line, "three and a half
mlles of road known as Parrott avenue -
from .the .town to: Lake Oleechobde,
and has graded ‘and ls top surfacing-
with marl “a’ road - to" Bassenger .18
miles distant, s bulldtng toward -Ar-
cndlu and algo ‘toward Fort Drum.:

_ ‘Butlding Saw Ml :

The county thgs yoar hag 1,000 acres *
pl'mtod to truck crpps and a’ large
acreage to com and peas and othe
farm. crops, . Down in the south' énd’
of the. county, D., P, _DeBerry, W.: Q)
Stovall nnd w, R, Omy nro putttng
. mtu with 15 000 fost capaclty
1t1s. situuted at the lme of, Okeechcbee
and Palm Boach countlus nnd i on
the lake shore. 'J"he ‘mill will employ

45 men {n cuftihg’ up the millions of-’
feot of Cypross ‘anl plho’ “imber, In_ th
territory near .thd ‘mill, This ‘15 th
mill “which~ has- "the - contract to” cut
350,000 cross ties 'for W I, Connora.
The mill_cobt $15,000,

. Maossrs, Stovall, Gray nnd C. W./
Smith have - slipped $16,000 worth 'of
produce’ this season end are still har-
vesting from a-3J0 acre- farm which
they planted to beans,” tomatoes”and .
peppers. -~ Thelr ¢rops have” not. yet”
been half 'gatherod. ' Their land wai
coverad with timber'in Noyembey, and
since then they have_cleared it; plante
it and. fenced it to keep out-the wil
Hogs wihich abbund. in that vieinity. .
They have 40 pcres more of beans to
pick rand . 126 acros . of - tomatous to’
gather,

+ Peppers from thelr ficlds mold for
$4, $4.26 and $4.60 a hamper and: beans'’
for. nearly, $6. - They own and operate
thefr own freight:boat and trangport’
their produce to- the railway at.Okee-
chobee, and employ 100 persone ‘at the
helght of th.' season and 26 regularly. -
They are.preparing to plant 150 acres
to .corn and 160 acres to black eye
peas. ‘This spring they will erect 10
bulldings in which to house thelr
laborers, o .




